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As I was 1nstructed by Most

Ven. SitaguAdhipati, Chancellor
of SIBA, Dr. AshinNyanissara,
may I give some message and
notable facts of Traditional Pali
Studies 1in Myanmar 1n this
Seminar. We have a little time
to prepare for this topic:
Traditional Pal1t Studies 1n
Myanmar. Some noteworthy facts
may be untouehod but you may
discuss 1t later as the topic 1s
very very wide and we have so
many specific items to be explored

and debated.
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When we talk about the
above topic, traditional Pali
Studies in Myanmar, first and
foremost we have to do with
the word, Pali, the sacred
language of Theravada Buddhism.
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When we deliberate about 'Pali’
literature, Pali1 Studies, we are
responsible to deal with the
history of Pali Language. Here,
in order to save the time, we
have to touch 1t a little. Pali--- 1
would like to mean 'Pali literature'
and 'Pali Language' can be
divided into two parts:

|: Pali (Language) Texts-three
Pitaka Pali1 texts, Suttanta, Vinaya,
Abhidhamma Pali texts and

2: Non-Pitaka Pali language and
literature including(A. commentary
Attakatha) and Sub-commentary
(tika)and B.chronicles of
Buddhism and Pali literature as

Dipavanisa and Mahavanisa,
Milindapanha, Netti, and  Petako
Padesa.
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It 1s traditionally recorded that
after Pitaka Pal text, triple Pitaka
text, have already been collected
and assembled about three hundred
BC., there emerged Non-Pitaka

Pali language literature.
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Threefold Pali Pitaka 1s the
most Pre historic sacred language
and literature of the most Primitive
sect of Buddhism, Theravada
Buddhism, and it 1s recorded that
Buddhist sacred Pali language 1s
earlier than Buddhist literature
written by Sanskrit and half
Sanskrit.
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After the noble demise of the
Enlightened Buddha, in 485 BC
(544 BC according to some
scholars) Buddhist councils have
been held for three times up to
235 Sasana Era and all the Pal
Pitaka texts can be preserved as
in the their pristine purity.
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